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Subject: Today's Events at the Home Office 
From: Jim Kennedy <jkennedy@exteraschools.org> 

Date: 3/19/19, 5:26 PM 

Dear Extera Teachers and Staff, 

I'm writing to inform you of some disruptive activity that took place this 
afternoon outside the Extera Home Office and inside during our board meeting. 
Protestors, reportedly from Eastman Elementary, made their way to our offices to 
express their concerns about Extera's co-location at the Eastman campus. Apart 
from their dissatisfaction with the co-location, they articulated a large amount of 
misinformation. It was regrettable to see parents of the community we serve 
making so many statements that are simply not supported by the facts. Among 
other things, they said that our teachers are not credentialed, that we do not 
serve students with special needs, that we are private and not public schools, 
that we intend to take over Eastman, that we are run by billionaires, and so on. 

As all of you know, not one of those statements is true. It is extremely 
unfortunate to see such deliberate misinformation spread within communities 
where charter public school options provide high quality, public school choice 
where it is most needed. 

Extera exists for the benefit of the students we serve and their families. We exist 
to provide high quality, public education options to families. Unfortunately, there 
are many opposing forces who see our work as a threat to their personal gain. 
Activities such as those we saw today are a demonstration of the deeply 
entrenched self-interests of adults and do not represent the best interests of 
children or their families. 

Moving forward, it is especially important for all of us to maintain professionalism 
at all times and with all people. Despite the negative, aggressive, and 
misinformed actions of others — and the hostility they intend to provoke — we 
must remain above the fray. As Michelle Obama said, "When they go low, we go 
high.” Now is the time for us to go high and stay there. 

I know that each of you faces tremendous challenges every day, whatever your 
role at Extera. This is not easy work, and it's often not immediately rewarded or 
enjoyable. The reward and the enjoyment, however, are found in the confidence 
that each and every one of you has in the positive impact that you are having on 
our students. Your work has incredible, unforgettable, immeasurable impact. 
Whether or not anyone recognizes it, you are making a positive difference in 
young lives every single day that you come to work. Not many people can say 
that. 
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As we move through the challenges ahead, please find solace in the great work 
that you are doing. Working together, you have created opportunities for children 
where they didn't exist. Your dedication, sweat, tears, energy, and enthusiasm 
are deeply appreciated by those who matter most: our students and their 
families. 

You're awesome, and the work you do has touched the lives of so many. Please 
continue doing what you're doing, and let that be the focus of your attention. 

With much appreciation, 

Jim 


Jim Kennedy, Ed.D. 
Chief Executive Officer 
Extera Public Schools 
Mobile: (818) 506-5831 
Office: (323) 261-0059 
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